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W E NS . Jean-Louis Briaud,President of the International Society for Soil
Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering (ISSMGE), received his Bachelor’s degree
from the Ecole Speciale des Travaux Publics in Paris in 1972. Then, he went to
Canada and earned his Master’s degree from the University of New Brunswick in
1974, completed his military service, and received his Doctorate from the University
of Ottawa in 1978.

In 1978, Professor Briaud moved to the USA to be an
Assistant Professor at Texas A&M University. There, he
progressed through the ranks of Associate Professor,
Professor, Professorship Professor, and now Chair Professor.
Indeed he holds the Spencer J. Buchanan Chair in the
Zachry Department of Civil Engineering at Texas A&M

University.

Professor Briaud has a broad range of geotechnical interests from soil mechanics to
rock mechanics, from in situ testing to laboratory testing, from saturated soils and
offshore problems to unsaturated soils and shrink-swell soils problems, from classical
geotechnical engineering topics to little known geo-problems such as soil erosion and

roadside safety.
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